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Brussels, 19 September 2025

Subject: Urgent need to continue trilogues on New Genomic Techniques (NGTSs)

Dear Commissioner Varhelyi,

European farmers are facing growing challenges, including the accelerating impacts of climate
change, increasing pressure from pests and diseases, and the decreasing availability of effective
crop protection tools. These challenges have an impact on the level and the stability of the
agricultural production. At the same time, there is a rising demand for sustainable, high-quality
food and biomass, driven by both population growth and the increasing importance of the bio-
based economy in a context of greater geopolitical uncertainties and volatility on commodity
markets that make food security a key priority for the EU.

New Genomic Techniques (NGTs) offer essential tools to address these pressing challenges.
However, to fully realize their potential, the European Union urgently needs a clear, science-
based, and future-oriented legal framework.

Copa and Cogeca believe there are three key reasons why legislation on NGTs must be adopted
without delay:

1. Strengthen food security and sustainability of European agriculture

NGTs allow breeders to develop more resilient, high-yielding, and environmentally
friendly crops with greater speed, efficiency and precision. Legislation enabling the use
of NGTs will help safeguard Europe's food supply while supporting sustainability in all its
three dimensions.

2. Ensure fair competition for EU farmers

NGT 1 plants, those that could occur naturally or be developed through conventional
breeding, are already in use in third countries. The NGT 1 products will soon be imported
into the EU, and due to their nature, their presence cannot be detected through
analytical methods. Without a legal framework that allows EU farmers to use the same
technologies, they will be placed at a significant competitive disadvantage in both
domestic and global markets.

3. Provide legal clarity and enable innovation in the EU agriculture sector

The absence of clear, harmonized EU legislation creates uncertainty for researchers,
breeders, and the wider agri-food sector. The EU cannot stay outside this development. A
risk-based regulatory approach recognizing the scientific consensus on the safety of NGT
1 plants and their products will promote investment, innovation, and modernization in
the EU.
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Moreover, it is also critical that this NGT legislation be aligned with the revision of the Plant
Reproductive Material (PRM) rules, to ensure consistency and legal coherence across the sector.
Importantly, any plant varieties obtained through NGT 1 must only be placed on the EU market
after successfully undergoing the PRM registration process. Therefore, the PRM legislation must
be modernized in a parallel timeframe and decision-making process to explicitly accommodate
and facilitate the inclusion of NGT 1 derived plant varieties.

In light of these urgent priorities, political leadership is urgently needed to break the
current deadlock to continue the trilogues and to establish a regulatory framework that
supports innovation, sustainability, and competitiveness in European agriculture.

Consequently, Copa and Cogeca respectfully invite the European institutions to show openness
to compromise in order to resume interinstitutional negotiations on the proposed regulation on
NGTs and reach an agreement without further delay.

We count on your commitment to a balanced, science-based approach that secures the future
of agriculture and food production in the EU and ensures that European farmers and their
cooperatives are not left behind.

Yours faithfully,

Massimiliano Giansanti Lennart Nilsson
Copa President Cogeca President
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